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Abstract: This research investigates the application of word conversion in English 

Language Teaching (ELT). Conversion, the process by which words shift between 

grammatical categories without morphological change, offers significant pedagogical benefits. 

By incorporating conversion into teaching practices, educators can enhance learners' 

grammatical understanding, vocabulary development, and overall language proficiency. This 

study explores various types of conversion—noun to verb, verb to noun, adjective to noun, 

noun to adjective, and adjective to verb—providing expanded examples and practical teaching 

strategies. The findings highlight the effectiveness of using conversion to foster linguistic 

creativity and deepen learners' comprehension of English. 
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Introduction: In the ever-evolving field of English Language Teaching (ELT), 

educators constantly seek innovative strategies to enhance learners' language acquisition 

and proficiency. One such strategy is the application of word conversion, a linguistic 

phenomenon where words transition between grammatical categories without 

undergoing morphological alterations. Conversion, also known as zero-derivation, plays 

a crucial role in the dynamic nature of the English language, allowing for flexibility and 

creativity in word formation and usage. 

This research aims to explore the pedagogical implications of conversion in ELT. 

By examining different types of conversion and providing expanded examples, we seek 

to demonstrate how this linguistic process can be effectively integrated into language 

teaching practices. The ultimate goal is to enrich learners' understanding of English 

grammar, expand their vocabulary, and foster linguistic creativity. 

Types of Conversion: 

1. Noun to Verb Conversion: 

Definition: This type involves using a noun as a verb without morphological 

change. 

Examples: 

 Noun: "email" 

 Verb: "I'll email you the details." 

 Noun: "bottle" 

 Verb: "They bottled the homemade juice." 

 Noun: "hammer" 
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 Verb: "He hammered the nail into the wall." 

Teaching Strategy: Create activities where students convert nouns into verbs within 

sentences, enhancing their ability to recognize and use such conversions naturally. For 

instance, have students write short stories incorporating converted verbs. 

2. Verb to Noun Conversion: 

Definition: This type involves using a verb as a noun without morphological change. 

Examples: 

 Verb: "run" 

 Noun: "She went for a run this morning." 

 Verb: "drive" 

 Noun: "The drive to the countryside was relaxing." 

 Verb: "move" 

 Noun: "His move to a new city was challenging." 

Teaching Strategy: Engage students in identifying verbs within texts and converting 

them to nouns, discussing the nuances in meaning and usage. For example, students can 

rewrite paragraphs where verbs are used as nouns to observe contextual changes. 

3. Adjective to Noun Conversion: 

Definition: This type involves using an adjective as a noun, often to denote a group 

or quality. 

Examples: 

 Adjective: "young" 

 Noun: "The young often embrace new technologies." 

 Adjective: "rich" 

 Noun: "The rich have different lifestyle choices." 

 Adjective: "poor" 

 Noun: "Programs to support the poor are essential." 

Teaching Strategy: Implement exercises where students convert adjectives to nouns 

and vice versa. Discussions can revolve around societal groups or qualities and their 

representations in language. 

4. Noun to Adjective Conversion: 

Definition: This type involves using a noun as an adjective to modify another noun. 

Examples: 

 Noun: "science" 

 Adjective: "She conducted a science experiment." 

 Noun: "chocolate" 

 Adjective: "He enjoyed a chocolate cake." 

 Noun: "summer" 

 Adjective: "They went on a summer vacation." 
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Teaching Strategy: Encourage students to create compound words using nouns as 

adjectives, exploring the descriptive capacity of such formations. For instance, students 

can describe objects or experiences using converted nouns as adjectives. 

5. Adjective to Verb Conversion: 

Definition: This type involves using an adjective as a verb to describe an action or 

process. 

Examples: 

 Adjective: "clean" 

 Verb: "They cleaned the house thoroughly." 

 Adjective: "smooth" 

 Verb: "She smoothed the fabric carefully." 

 Adjective: "dry" 

 Verb: "The sun dried the clothes quickly." 

Teaching Strategy: Create role-playing scenarios where students use adjectives as 

verbs to describe actions, enhancing their understanding of language fluidity and 

functional shifts. 

 

Conclusion: Incorporating word conversion into ELT offers substantial benefits for 

language learners. By understanding and practicing conversion, students can enhance 

their grammatical competence, expand their vocabulary, and develop a more nuanced 

understanding of English usage. This study provides a framework for educators to 

integrate conversion into their teaching practices, fostering a dynamic and engaging 

learning environment. Emphasizing conversion in ELT not only enriches learners' 

linguistic skills but also promotes creativity and adaptability in their language use. 
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