PEDAGOG RESPUBLIKA ILMIY JURNALI

7-TOM5-SON/ 2024 - YIL /15 - MAY
THEME:EXPLORING THE PECULIARITIES OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION IN
HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

SamSIFL student: Norqulob J.S.
SamSIFL student: Raxmatullayev B.R.
SamSIFL teacher: Shermamatova Z.A

Abstract: Language acquisition in higher education institutions presents a dynamic .

and multifaceted process influenced by the diversity of learners, instructional approaches, and '

support services available. This article explores the peculiarities of language acquisition in -
higher education, focusing on the challenges and opportunities encountered by students and *-
educators. Drawing on theoretical frameworks and empirical research, it examines the role of

content-based instruction, academic and social integration, support services, and the -
“unique characteristics of language learning in higher education, educators can design

academically and socially in an increasingly interconnected world. _
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Language acquisition in higher education institutions presents a unique set of -G
challenges and opportunities for students and educators alike. Unlike primary or i
secondary education, where language acquisition is often a foundational aspect of 7
curriculum design, higher education encounters learners with diverse linguistic
backgrounds and varying levels of proficiency. This article delves into the peculiarities -
of language acquisition in this context, examining the factors that influence learning -

outcomes and the strategies employed to enhance language proficiency.

> the diversity of learners. Universities and colleges attract students from all corners of the v
globe, each bringing their own linguistic heritage and proficiency level. This diversity .

“enriches the learning environment but also poses challenges for educators who must
/. cater to the needs of students with differing language backgrounds. Understanding this : .

diversity is crucial for designing effective language acquisition programs.

In higher education, language acquisition often occurs within the context of /

content-based instruction. Rather than focusing solely on language skills, students

- authentic contexts. However, it requires educators to integrate language instruction *
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- professional development of educators in facilitating language acquisition. By recognizing the 7«

inclusive and effective language acquisition programs that empower students to succeed -\

One of the defining characteristics of language acquisition in higher education is /"

:engage with disciplinary content while simultaneously developing their language

proficiency. This approach facilitates deeper learning as students apply language skills in : :
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seamlessly into their curriculum, ensuring that linguistic objectives are aligned with >

' academic content.

Language acquisition in higher education extends beyond the classroom,

¢ encompassing academic and social integration. Students must navigate academic ” -

interacting with peers and faculty members, forming connections, and engaging in 7.
extracurricular activities. These interactions play a vital role in language development
and overall student success.

Recognizing the diverse linguistic needs of students, many higher education ’ :
institutions offer support services and resources to facilitate language acquisition. These

may include language courses, tutoring programs, language labs, and conversation -
/ interactive learning opportunities. Virtual platforms, language learning apps, and online

skills.
Language is a cognition that truly makes us human. Whereas other species do

¢ communicate with an innate ability to produce a limited number of meaningful

there is no other species known to date that can express infinite ideas (sentences) with a
- limited set of symbols (speech sounds and words). -
This ability is remarkable in itself. What makes it even more remarkable is that
' researchers are finding evidence for mastery of this complex skill in increasingly younger 7

children.

Language Acquisition in psychology refers to the process by which humans acquire :

* innate capacity typically develops in early childhood and involves complex interplay of 25
genetic, cognitive, and social factors.
Infants as young as 12 months are reported to have sensitivity to the grammar ’

 needed to understand causative sentences (who did what to whom; e.g., the bunny

After more than 60 years of research into child language development, the :
mechanism that enables children to segment syllables and words out of the strings of =
< sounds they hear and to acquire grammar to understand and produce language is still :{vf"‘"i
‘\ quite an enigma.

Behaviorist Theory Of Language Acquisition

by Skinner. As one of the pioneers of behaviorism, he accounted for languagei_‘f' )
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. discourse, participate in discussions, and complete assignments, all of which require =

proficiency in the language of instruction. Additionally, social integration involves i~ S

partners. Additionally, technology plays a significant role in providing accessible and 7

resources offer flexibility and convenience for students seeking to improve their language AN

vocalizations (e.g., bonobos) or even with partially learned systems (e.g., bird songs), : Z

the ability to perceive, produce, and use words to understand and communicate. This &

One of the earliest scientific explanations of language acquisition was provided R


http://www.bestpublication.org/

PEDAGOG RESPUBLIKA ILMIY JURNALI

7-TOM5-SON/ 2024 - YIL /15 - MAY

development using environmental influence, through imitation, reinforcement, and
' conditioning.
In this view, children learn words and grammar primarily by mimicking the speech :

they hear and receiving positive feedback for correct usage.

Skinner argued that children learn language based on behaviorist reinforcement )=

reinforced when the child realizes the communicative value of words and phrases.
For example, when the child says ‘milk” and the mother smiles and gives her some. 7.
As a result, the child will find this outcome rewarding, enhancing the child’s language
development. I

Over time, through repetition and reinforcement, they refine their linguistic

acquisition nor the creation of novel sentences.
Chomsky Theory Of Language Development
However, Skinner’s account was soon heavily criticized by Noam Chomsky, the

world’s most famous linguist to date.

children would never acquire the tools needed for processing an infinite number of

© sentences if the language acquisition mechanism was dependent on language input alone.

/ emphasizing the role of innate structures and mechanisms in the human brain. Key &

- points of Chomsky’s theory include:

- inborn biological capacity for language, often termed the LAD, which predisposes them 7
to acquire language.

Universal Grammar: He suggested that all human languages share a deep structure :
* understood intuitively by all humans.

> young children is often insufficient (or “impoverished”) for them to learn the /
complexities of their native language solely through imitation or reinforcement. Yet, .

children rapidly and consistently master their native language, pointing to inherent
cognitive structures.
Critical Period: Chomsky, along with other linguists, posited a critical period for G
X language acquisition, during which the brain is particularly receptive to linguistic input, :»fvf"""f

\ making language learning more efficient.

. weight to social interaction and other factors in language acquisition.

Universal Grammar
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. principles by associating words with meanings. Correct utterances are positively =

abilities. Critics argue this theory doesn’t fully explain the rapid pace of language ~ .7y

In the spirit of the cognitive revolution in the 1950s, Chomsky argued that i
Noam Chomsky introduced the nativist theory of language development,

Language Acquisition Device (LAD): Chomsky proposed that humans have an 21

rooted in a set of grammatical rules and categories. This “universal grammar” is .

Poverty of the Stimulus: Chomsky argued that the linguistic input received by 7

Critics of Chomsky’s theory argue that it’s too innatist and doesn’t give enough ) @
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Consequently, he proposed the theory of Universal Grammar: an idea of innate, :

 facilitate the entire language development in children and overall language processing in "
adults.

Universal Grammar contains all the grammatical information needed to combine =

¢ words of her language (Ambridge & Lieven).
For example, according to the Universal Grammar account, children instinctively 7.
know how to combine a noun (e.g., a boy) and a verb (to eat) into a meaningful, correct
phrase (A boy eats). I _‘
This Chomskian (1965) approach to language acquisition has inspired hundreds of ~ -
scholars to investigate the nature of these assumed grammatical categories, and the

research is still ongoing.

learners, provide meaningful feedback, and create opportunities for language practice. ;-
* Furthermore, fostering a supportive learning environment where students feel ”

7% comfortable taking risks and making mistakes is essential for language development.

/ strategies necessary to meet the linguistic needs of their students effectively. \
Some additional points highlight the complexity and richness of language B
acquisition in the higher education landscape, encompassing linguistic, cultural,
- technological, and socio-political dimensions. 7
1. Language Proficiency Assessments: Many higher education institutions utilize

¢ language proficiency assessments to determine students' language levels and place them -~
“ TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or institution-specific exams.
2. Language Learning Strategies: Students in higher education often employ various ~

language learning strategies to enhance their proficiency. These strategies may include .

- vocabulary acquisition techniques, grammar practice, language immersion experiences,

3. Cultural Competence: Language acquisition in higher education goes beyond ;»f,{‘:‘i
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* biological grammatical categories, such as a noun category and a verb category, that 7.~

. these categories, e.g., nouns and verbs, into phrases. The child’s task is just to learn the {5y

Educators in higher education play a central role in facilitating language

acquisition. They must adopt pedagogical approaches that are inclusive of diverse NTANNG

Professional development opportunities can equip educators with the skills and Z

in appropriate courses. These assessments may include standardized tests like the

! linguistic skills to encompass cultural competence. Students learn to navigate diverse 7~

cultural contexts, understand cultural nuances in language use, and develop ) ©
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4. Technology Integration: Technology plays a significant role in language >

N acquisition in higher education. Online platforms, multimedia resources, and language
learning apps provide students with additional opportunities for practice and self-:

directed learning.

- supporting language diversity on campus. These policies may include provisions for 7.
bilingual education, language maintenance programs, and language revitalization

efforts.

6. Internationalization of Higher Education: The internationalization of higher

education has led to an increase in the number of students studying abroad and -
students as they navigate academic and social environments in a foreign language.
intertwined with students' identities and sense of belonging. Students may experience
challenges related to language proficiency, accent discrimination, and language anxiety,
which can impact their academic performance and well-being.

8. Translanguaging Practices: Translanguaging, or the fluid use of multiple =
N . . . . 7
- approach in higher education. Educators may encourage students to draw on their ’

“Z linguistic repertoires to support learning and expression in diverse academic contexts.
g P PP g P

through community engagement initiatives. Service-learning projects, volunteer 25
opportunities, and internships provide students with real-world language practice and

> foster connections with local communities.
v

through language learning experiences.

Z inherent in this context, educators can design inclusive and effective language .
7~ acquisition programs that empower students to succeed academically and socially. As

www.bestpublication.org 400

5. Language Policy and Planning: Some higher education institutions have _ <

language policies and planning initiatives aimed at promoting multilingualism and |~ 7/

participating in exchange programs. Language acquisition becomes essential for these 7 <

7. Language and Identity: Language acquisition in higher education is closely i

languages in communication, is increasingly recognized as a valuable pedagogical =

9. Community Engagement: Language acquisition extends beyond the classroom 4

develop a deeper understanding of global issues, perspectives, and interconnectedness G

Language acquisition in higher education institutions presents a dynamic and 7 -,

multifaceted process influenced by the diversity of learners, instructional approaches, )
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E/:9>F>>% Og higher education continues to evolve, so too must our approaches to language

instruction, ensuring that all students have the opportunity to thrive in an increasingly -

interconnected world.
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